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				Welcome to Multitool.org			


				The place for reviews & discussion on Multi Tools, Swiss Army Knives, Outdoor Gear, EDC and more for over TEN years.							
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				Are you into Swiss Army Knives?			


				Learn & discuss tools from both Swiss Army manufacturers: Victorinox & Wenger!								Read More
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				Good things can come in small packages.			


				What do you EDC?								Read More
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Gerber's Shard model is the little brother to their Artifact, and despite being about half the weight of the Artifact , the Shard is only marginally less functional.
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Like the Artifact, the Shard is based on the concept of a small pry bar, similar to many of Peter Atwood's designs.  Gerber's Shard model is somewhat more ergonomic than either Atwood's models or even it's bigger brother.  The main difference between the Artifact and the Shard is that the Shard doesn't have a blade, but it's not simply a matter of leaving the blade off.  While the Shard may be reminiscent, it has a shape of it's own and features extra contours and jimping in key areas to make it more comfortable to use despite it's size.

[image: Gerber Shard]

The Shard is too short for any heavy duty prying, but is likely to be infinitely more functional than he blade or screwdriver that is likely to be used in the absence of a pry bar.  The pry bar blade has a notch in it for pulling nails, adding to it's usefulness, but again, longer or thicker nails may prove more than a match for the Shard.
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The bottle opener on the Shard is quite useful, and perhaps one of the best bottle openers on any of Gerber's tools, and perhaps even better than the similar opener on the Artifact, due to the afore mentioned jimping on the handle, adding increased grip.  I still wouldn't recommend this tool to a bartender, but it would more than well enough for just about any normal use.
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On the backside of the Shard is a small phillips screwdriver, which is basically a small point with short side tines.  It's offset a little bit allowing it to get at hard to reach screws better than the Artifact, such as the screws in the base of a doorknob.  Of course these are the kinds of jobs a small key chain type tool like the Shard would excel at anyway, since it's likely to be with you and easily accessible when going through the door.  It also allows you to deal with more stubborn screws since the offset gives you some extra leverage over an inline screwdriver.  Even so, I'd still like to see a flathead in it's place to increase it's versatility even more.

One other distinguishing feature of the Shard that helps reduce it's overall size is the small, outer keyring on the Shard has been removed and instead a sizable hole has been drilled right in the middle of the Shard's body.  This gives you more options for carrying the Shard and also aids in gripping the Shard as the pads of your hands or fingers can find purchase in it.
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Overall the Shard is a great little tool, and even better for people who either don't need or want a knife blade.  It's a perfect tool for workplaces that do not approve of blades as there are no sharps on it at all, but still offers a few options for off the cuff repairs.  As much as I like the hole in the handle, I think I would rather see a number of small hexagonal cutouts instead so it could be used as a wrench for computer case screws, 1/4” screwdriver bits and the like.  Still, it's a nice tool, and I would recommend it for anyone, especially in the current blade paranoid society.  The Shard is a hard tool for anyone to take offense to, and at the absurdly low price (expected to be around $10) the Shard would make a great gift for just about anyone.


Pros:

Inexpensive, Lightweight and Convenient
Ergonomically Sound
Politically Correct

Cons:

Black Coating Will Wear Quickly
Not Much Leverage Due To Short Handle
No Flat Head Screwdriver
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            Interested in this or a different tool and still have more questions? 

Why not join us over on the Multitool.org Forum where our community can help you find what you're looking for! 


Join the discussion now!
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Newsletter


Stay up to date with all the latest multitool news!




Join the mailing list
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 Information

What kind of people would write collect and review multitools?  Quite simple really- we are designers and do-ers, outdoors types and indoor types, mechanics, doctors, problem solvers and problem makers.  As such, we have, as a world spanning community, put every type, size and version of multitool, multifunction knife, pocket knife and all related products to every test we could manage in as many places and environments as there are.
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